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This Mushroom Ketchup label was used on the front cover 
of the TEA AND SPROUTS programme. The label was 
first discovered in the diary of Alison Evans. Alison 
was George Eliot's great niece, daughter of Canon 
Frederic Evans, and she later became the wife of Rupert 
Winser, Rector of AlJesley. On May 17th 1906, aged 
15, she wrote: . 
"REGARD THIS ATROCIOUS LABEL! ! 
WHA T NEXT, PRAY??? 11 
The label would hardly get by today's Trade Descl~iptions 
Act, for it makes somewhat extravagant claims in 
another section which wi 11 not successfully reproduce 
here: 
'The Ketchup in this bottle is the guaranteed product 
of local Mushrooms, fresh gathered from the 
Meadows surrounding the birthplace of GEORGE 
ELIOT and is the purest form of Mushroom Ketchup 
obtainable. It is prepared in such a highly concen-
trated form, that it goes very much further th,m 
any other on the market. It is a Real! y Del i cious 
Relish to Poultry, Game, Fish, Steaks, Chops, 
Stews and Gravies, and its qual ity is pre-eminently 
the Highest and Best. I 
Gathered from the Meadows surrounding the birthplace .••. 
I wonder? 
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For Comfort and Value 
In Support of Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council's 
efforts to place the Borough firmly on the tourism map, 
the Fellowship has undertaken the provision of 
souvenirs of the George El iot Country - a teatowel 
and matching mug. This embitious and expensive project 
will eventually pay us dividends, both financially and in 
an increased awareness of George Eliot's association 
wi th the borough, and our I i mi ted resources have been 
greatly assisted by generous donations by Abbey Hosiery 
Mills Ltd, aod by Beefeater Steakhouses who now own 
Griff House, George Eliot's childhood home. To both 
of these we are very grateful, and we draw our readers f 
attention to the recent addition of residential accommo-
dation in a large extension at the back of the old house 
which played such an important part in George Eliot's 
first 21 years. Griff House is conveniently situated on 
the A444 road between Nuneaton and Bedworth and is 
one of the few Beefeater Steak Houses to offer superior 
res i dent i al accommodation. 
GrifiHouse 
Quality bedrooms at value for money prices 

